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Chapter 15 
Chapter 16 
Chapter 17 
Chapter 18 
Chapter 19 
Chapter 20 


Chapter 21 


Miscommunication 


The Eunuch and the Courtesan 


Packing Up 


RECEIVED å 
THE REPORT = 
CONCERNING P 

4 THE INCIDENT EI 

AT THE 
GARDEN 


BLAZES 
WAS 
BEHIND 


FENGMING | 
OF THE ; 
GARNET 
PALACE. 


CONSORT 
ADUO'S 
HEAD 
LADY-IN- 
WAITING. 


SHE'S IN 
SHOCKINGLY 
GOOD 
SHAPE FOR 
A DROWNED 
CORPSE. 


PLEASE 


WORD 15, 
SHE WAS 
FOUND THIS 
MORNING, 
GOING | FLOATING 
BY HER IN THE 
CLOTHING, MOAT 
SHE MUST OUTSIDE. 
HAVE BEEN 
А LADY 
SERVING IN 
THE INNER 


NOT THAT 
ANYTHING 
GOOD 
HAVING A 
CORPSE IN 
FRONT OF 


DAY, SIR 
JIN4HI. 


PERCHANCE 
YOU COULD 
HANDLE THE 
EXAMINATION 
DUTIES FOR 
ME? 


WHAT A 
TRAVESTY 
THAT 
THE BODY = 
SHOULD 
ВЕ LEFT 
то THIS 
QUACK. 


I'VE BEEN 
WARNED OFF 
TOUCHING 


DEPRIVED 
OF THEIR 
FREEDOM... 


THE OTHER 
HAND, YOU 
COULD SAY 

THEY RE 

BEING 

KEPT 

SAFE... 


„FROM THE 
DANGERS 
THAT LURK 
OUTSIDE. 


MAY 

I ASK YOU 
TO CONDUCT 
A THOROUGH 
EXAM OF THE 
BODY? 


STREETS 
OF THE 
PLEASURE 
DISTRICT 
ARE А 
LAWLESS 
PLACE. 


I'LL BE 
WAITING 
IN THE 
GUARD- 
ROOM 
OF THE 
CENTRAL 
GATE. 


THE 
DECEASED 
15 A TALL 


IT 
MUST VE 
BEEN 
REALLY 
COLD 
IN THAT 
WATER. 


Ір LIKE 
TO HEAR 
YOUR 
OPINION 
ONCE 
YOU'RE 
DONE 
HERE. 


BELIEVE SHE 
CLIMBED THE 
WALL LAST 
m NI@HT AND 
THREW 
OTHER HERSELF 


WORDS, 
mepa, aa 


SHE MEANT 
TO LEAP 
TO HER 


THE WALLS 
SURROUNDING 
THE INNER 
COURT ARE 
FOUR TIMES 
TALLER THAN 
I AM. 


HAVEN'T ANY 
TOOLS FOR 
SCALING 


YESTERDAY, 


AS USUAL. 


[=| 


IS THAT SHE 
COULDN'T 

HAVE DONE 
IT ALONE. 


WHILE 
I CANNOT 


CONFIRM |= 


AS MUCH 


AFTER 
THE 
WHOLE 
AFFAIR 


WITH THE 
ТНЕОКЕТ- 


2] 
CONTINUED ICALLY, IT IS 
POSSIBLE 


TO WONDER Å ç 
HOW LADY A | TO CLIM 
Hoo 2 ` : ^, р> THEM BARE- 
50 а «баў» | BELIEVE A HANDED... 


I WALKED TO CLIMB 


ATOP THE 5 ` 30 ; 
AROUND; WALLS... ל‎ 
HAVE BEEN Р» 


TAKING 
GREAT e ABLE TO 


CARE TO ` għ 一 一 一 NN А 
INSPECT Г.Х ай й 7 ANA å З Уа 


DISCOVERED 
PROTRUSIONS 
ALONG THE 
WALL THAT 
I CAN ONLY 
ASSUME WERE 
USED ВУ ITS 
BUILDERS. 


I BELIEVE 
LADY FUYO, 
A SKILLED 
DANCER... 


..USED 
THOSE TO 
CLIMB UP 
THE WALL. 


FOOT- 
BINDING 15 
A CUSTOM 

PRACTICED IN 
THE BELIEF 
THAT THE 


...А 
WOMAN WITH 
BOUND FEET, 


LIKE THAT 


4 : 
WOMAN'S SMALLER P MAID. 
FEET ARE THE FOOT, 

BROKEN, THE GREATER 

THEN BOUND 175 BEAUTY. 

TIGHTLY WITH 

CLOTH, AND 

ENCASED IN 
WOODEN 

SHOES. 


, /75 TELLING 
| OAIT EVERY 
ONCE IN 
A WHILE. 


20 YOU 
BELIEVE 
THIS WAS 
MURDER, 

THEN? 


ІМ 
CERTAIN 
SHE WENT 
INTO THE 
MOAT 
ALIVE. 


12 


FINGER- 
TIPS WERE 
BLOODIED 

AND RAW. 


SHE 
MUST'VE 
CLAWED AT 
THE WALL 
OVER AND 


TRYING OVER... 
TO GAIN 
PURCHASE 
AND CLIMB 
BACK OUT. 


THE 
MAN WHO 
TAUGHT ME 
INSTRUCTED 
ME TO NEVER 
TOUCH THE 


TOUCH OF I , 
A CORPSE, KNOW THAT'S WHY 


AND YOU'LL JUST MY TEACHER 


BE OFF HOW 
ROBBING CURIOUS WAS ADAMANT 


GRAVES You І STAY AWAY 
NEXT! ARE! FROM THEM. 


THOUGH 
CURIOUS 
SHE MAY 
BE, SHE 
DOES HAVE 
THAT SAID, | ENOUGH 
SHE STILL GOOD SENSE 
FEELS SHE TO NOT GO 
OUGHT AROUND 
TO DO AS ROBBING 
SHE WAS GRAVES. 
TOLD. 


2 


КҮЛТЕ 


j 


SPEAKIN 
| FOR 
MYSELF 


CAN Ta 
TEST, NEW 
MEDICINES / 


DEAD. 


TIME WILL [Z ` 
BE UP. | 


SHOULD 
THE NEED 
FOR MY 
EXECUTION 
EVER 


IF 
I COMMIT 
A BLUNDER 


COULD 
YOU SEE 
THAT ITS 
DONE BY 
POISON? 


...Т ASSUME 
YOU WOULD 74 
BE THE ONE 
TO PASS 
JUDGMENT. 


EVEN IF 
ІМ ORDERED 


pur кора Dë 
WHY IN BEHEADING, 
== HEAVEN'S I SHAN'T MYSELF GET 
| МАМЕ COMPLAIN. CARRIED 
WOULD IT ANA: 
COME TO 
THAT?! 


DM OPPOSE 


~ 


A SIMPLE 
ERROR ON 
MY PART 
CAN ALL 
TOO EASILY 
SPELL THE 
END OF 
МУ LIFE. 


I WOULD 
NEVER 
DO SUCH 
A THING. 


LIKE 
IVE SAID 
SOMETHING 
HE FINDS 
TROUBLING 


RATHER 
OF WHAT 
YOU CAN 

AND 
CANNOT 
DO. 


NOT‏ שי 
A MATTER‏ 
OF WHAT‏ 
YOU WILL‏ 


OR WON'T 
7 ро... 


HAVE NO 
FURTHER 
NEED OF 
..ILL BE ME... 
ONMY p 
WAY. 


20 THEY 


a] PECIPEP TO | 


at 
TREAT WHAT Wi 
HAPPENED 
THE OTHER 
DAY AS А 


SUICIDE, 


I HEARD 
IT WAS A 
SUICIDE. 


EVERYONE'S 
SAYING SHE 
WAS THE ONE 
WHO TRIED 
TO POISON 
CONSORT 
LISHU AT THE 
GARDEN 
BANQUET! 


THERE'S 
BEEN A LOT 
OF TALK FOR 
SOME TIME 
NOW ABOUT 
„ТО MAKE CONSORT 
WAY FORA  ADUO' 2 
NEW AND RANK BEING 
YOUNGER LOWERED... 


LOOK OUT MAYBE 
FOR HER CONSORT 
MISTRESS, ADUO'S 
YOU KNOW? MAID 


POISONED HICH- 
CONSORT RANKING 
LISHU... 
CONSORT. / Tan аў». 
INT 


FROM 
-44- | — Es cU 
YEAR-OLD å TO OLDEST, 


CONSORT THE FOUR 
LISHU, , PRINCIPAL 
19-YEAR- N і CONSORTS 

OLD | à ` CURRENTLY 
CONSORT a NON RESIDING IN 


GYOKUYO, | | A THE INNER 


ARE... 


AND 
THE PURE 
CONSORT, 

LADY ADUO 
OF THE 


BORE THE SHE /5 ONE 

CURRENT E | YEAR OLDER 
ЕМРЕКОК | THAN THE 
BEFORE HE | EMPEROR 
ASCENDED | AND HAS 
TO THE BEEN HIS 
THRONE... ) CONSORT 
FROM THE 

TIME HE WAS 


DIED IN 
INFANCY. | THE CROWN 


PRINCE. 


ITS MORE 


THAN LIKELY 
рт CONSORT 
INSTITUTION | /Ф YET 
nt. EN. (CAPABLE OF 
BEARING 


FOR THE SOLE 
CHILDREN, 
PURPOSE OF BUT HERE IN 


ENSURING 
THE EMPEROR THE INNER 
FATHERS AS 7 
MANY HEIRS AS 


POSSIBLE, IT 
15 INEVITABLE 
FOR OLDER 
CONSORTS TO 
BE DEMOTED 
AND FORCED 
OUT. 


SHOULD 


CONSORT 
LIHUA FAIL 
TO BEAR 
ANOTHER 
HEIR... 
SHE 
TOO WILL ADDING 
PROBABLY YOUNGER 
SUFFER ₪ שי‎ 
/ 
b ^u NATUKAL. 


THE MOST 

BEAUTIFUL | 
BLOOMS 
EVENTUALLY 
WITHER. 


IFA 
FLOWER 
OF THE 
INNER 
COURT 
DOESN'T 
BEAK FKUIT, 
SHE ISNT 
FIT FOR 
PURPOSE. 


CONSORT 
GYOKUYO 
IS HAVING 
CONSORT LISHU 
OVER FOR TEA 
TOMORROW, 
ISN’T SHE?! 


RARE FOR TWO 
HIGH-RANKING 
CONSORTS TO 
HAVE A TEA 
PARTY LIKE 
THAT! 


175 VITAL 
FOR HER 
TO STAY 
ABREAST 
OF CURRENT 


INFLUENTIAL 
PEOPLE. 


TRENDS AND |- 


AND 
REGULARLY 
SENDS THE 
NEWS HOME 
TO HELP OUT 
HER FAMILY: 


ITS COLD 
TODAY, 90 
LET'S HEAD 
INSIDE. 


CONSORT 
GYOKUYO 
HAILS 
FROM A 
TRADING 
OUTPOST 
IN THE 
WEST. 


WATCHING 
CONSORT 
GYOKUYO 
TEASE OUT 
INFORMATION 
AMID THE 
GENIAL 
CHATTER 
15 REALLY 
SOME- 
THING. 


THE INFOR- 
MATION SHE 
ACQUIRES 
FROM EACH 
PARTY INA 

LETTER... 


I SUPPOSE 
| /7 IS THE 
NATURE OF 
WOMEN 
TO BE ON 
GUARD 
AROUND 
OTHER 


«HER 
PUNISHMENT 
CANT HAVE 
BEEN TOO 
HARSH, 50 

I HAVE 
NOTHING TO 
FEEL BAD 
ABOUT. 


EVEN THIS 
ATTENTIVE 


| / 


| ГАН / 


, CONSORT 
| ПЕНИ BEING 
BULLIED ВУ 
HER LADIES. 


BUT 

THEY 
DON'T 
SEEM 

TO BE 
BULLYING | Ж 
HER € 
EITHER. 


NOT LIKE 
I BITE OR | 
ANYTHING. | 


FOR THEIR 
MISTRESS... 


I THOUGHT 
THIS MIGHT 
HIT THE 
SPOT. 


OH YES! 
I LOVE 
SWEETS! 


FOUND IT 
TO BE JUST 
THE THING 

LATELY. 


CAN SHE 
NOT EAT 


HONEY 
EITHER? 


CAN'T BELIEVE 
BE. WON'T EVEN 
— EAT_THE HONEY 
₪ se d BEING 


wes 4 0% 


(1 


f р 


PSA 


МУ 


A || 
ken | 


e 
ДА 


SHE'S ? 
BEING | 
РІСКУ | 
AGAIN. | 
ו‎ 


- THINK THIS 
NEEDS TO 
STEW A BIT 
LONGER. 


WOULD 
YOU BE ALL 
RIGHT WITH 

GINGER 


ו 
| 


>> ТИ 
nem | "NU 


WITH CONSORT 
GYOKUYO AND 


CONSORT 
LISHU? 
SIN 


СА 


NI. 


APPEARED 
TO ENJOY 


"| THEMSELVES 


GREATLY. 


УМ NOT 
DONE WITH 
YOU YET. 


POISONER 


BANQUET 


DO 
E] YOU TRULY 


BELIEVE 
SHE TOOK 


BUT 
WHAT 
WOULD 


THAT IS NOT 
FOR ME TO 
DETERMINE. 


AND 
GO TO THE 
GARNET PALACE 
TO HELP OUT 
STARTING 
TOMORROW? 


HE 
BUT MAY PUT IT 
ITS NOT TO ME 45 A 
AS IFI QUESTION... 
HAVE À 
CHOICE. 


Chapter 16 


ANY 
RESIDENCE 
COMES 

| ТО BEA 
| REFLECTION 

OF ITS 

PRIMARY 
OCCUPANT. 


AND THE 
GARNET 
PALACE, 
WHERE | 
CONSORT 
АРИО 
LIVES... 


CONSORT 
LIHVAG 


BUT LONGTIME 
EACH RESIDENT 


CRYSTAL 
PALACE, 
A PURPOSE. 
PRACTICALITY A NOBLE, 
/5 THE ORDER ELEGANT 
OF THE DAY. AIR. 


IN THE 
ABSENCE 
OF LAVISH 
ORNAMEN- 
TATION... 


YOU HAVE 
WITH YOU 
THERE, 
FENG- 
MING? 


THE 
GRACE AND 
REFINEMENT 
15 OBVIOUS. рай 


| I DON’T 

BELIEVE 

WE'VE | 
МЕТ. | BE SAID 

| OF ITS | 

Mes \ 

| 


\ 


| | \ / 
\ LE À || 
| 
WITH NO 
HINT OF 
EXTRAVA- 
GANCE TO 
BE FOUND 


ON HER 
PERSON... 


«CONSORT 
ADUO | 
COULDN'T 
° BE CALLED 
BUT WHAT | DAZZLING, 
SHE LACKS, VOLUPTUOUS, 
SHE MAKES OR SWEET. 
UP FOR WITH | 
ANDROGYNOUS 
AND AUSTERE | 
BEAUTY. 


WITH THE 
YEAR-END 
CLEANING. 


REALLY 
35 YEARS 
OLD? 


q РЕНЕ 
I MIGHT VE | ₪ 
MISTAKEN HER = 
FOR A YOUNG \ 
CIVIL SERVANT ма. 
IF SHE WERE 
IN DIFFERENT 
CLOTHING. 


THE WIDE 
SLEEVES AND 
SKIRTS OF A 

CONSORTS 
WARDROBE, 
I DARESAY. 


LIKE SHES 
THE ENVY 
OF OTHER 
WOMEN AND 
THE COURT 
LADIES 


15 
CONSORT 
LISHU'S 
WOULD-BE 
KILLER... 


REALLY 
HERE IN 
THE GARNET 
PALACE? 


TUNIC AND 
TROUSERS 
OF A RIDING 
HABIT WOULD 
SUIT HER FAR 
BETTER... 


EVER ФО 
ELEGANT 
AGAIN 
TODAY, MY 
LADY! 


6 AND UNLIKE == 


N \\ \\ \\ \\ SN 
Кококококок. 


ча 


\ Chapter 16 Honey 4) 


TO ONE OF 
THE FOUR 
BE FROM А PRINCIPAL T E 


PERHAPS КРТ CONSORTS Ёй you come 


SHE'S THE TO-DO р ASSIST US 

DAUGHTER | FAMILY \ 5 SUDDENLY 
OF А 1 | f \ LIKE THIS. 

MERCHANT 

OR SOME- 

ONE LIKE 


E , 
ה‎ ₪ 
м 
SHE'S 
| 2 HEAD LADY 


YOU CAN 5 | GARNET PALACE 
LEAVE THE \ HEAD LADY- 


HEAVY ONES IN-WAITING 


TO THE «Fe FENGMING 


EUNUCHS. > "Y, | 
\ RUN = E 1 


AMAZ- 
HELP WITH SA ING! 
THE INDOOR 
CLEANING 
NEXT? 


FENGMING | 
HERSELF. | 


INITIATIVE 
WITH 
CHORES... 


LM 
SURE SHE 
WOULD VE 

MADE A 
GOOD 
WIFE FOR 
SOMEONE. 


ALL THE 
LADIES-IN- 
WAITING 
OF THE 
THEY GARNET 
ADORE PALACE ARE 
THEIR 
MISTRESS 
AND ARE 
METICULOUS 
ABOUT 
THEIR 


DUTIES. 


SHE'S 
FRIENDLY 
ATTENTIVE 
SHE'S TO OTHERS, 
WELL- AND QUICK 
VERSED TO PRAISE 
IN THE THEM. 
ART OF 
HANDLING 


НАРМТ 
СОМЕ 
HERE TO 

THE INNER 


BUT THEY THE 
THEY ALL SERVE THREE I KNOW 
DREAM THEIR LADIES BEING HEAD 
OFA MISTRESS BACK AT LADY PAYS 
CHARMING FAITH- THE JADE ВИТ I WELL AND 
GENTLEMAN FULLY... PALACE WONDER ALL... 
I THINK WALKING TALK ABOUT ЈЕ SHE'S 
THATS INTO THEIR MARRIAGE EVER 
PROBABLY LIVES. å : A LOT. THOUGHT 
PRETTY ABOUT 
NORMAL. = г GETTING 
MARRIED 
HERSELF. 


ALTHOUGH 
FENGMING 
72 DEVOTED 


ETHIC GOES 


BEYOND WHAT 
ANP /F THAT ONE WOULD 
DEDICATION EXPECT OF 
TO HER A HEAD LADY 
MISTRESS 15 
HER REASON 
FOR NOT 


MARRYING... 


RIGHT NOW, 
WITH A HIGH 
MINISTER IT 
02 nollonr 
BE THE 
PLACE FOR 
HIS OWN FIRST TIME 
DAUGHTER UNERRING 
IN THE LOYALTY... 
EMPEROR'S 
HAREM... 


„НА? LEAD 
A PERSON 
TO POIZON 
ANOTHER. 


-CONSORT 
ADUO WOULD 
BE THE FIRST 
OF THE FOUR 
PRINCIPAL 
CONSORTS 
TO BE 
DEMOTED. 


HOWEVER, 
IT WOULD BE 
A DIFFERENT 
STORY IF ONE 

OF THE OTHER 
THREE SEATS 

JUST HAPPENED 

TO OPEN ИР 


BUT 
IN LIGHT 


OF THE CONSORT 
HE A 
PROBABLY “чет; Sie GYOKUYO 
TASTE FOR 
DOESNT "трекер AND 
VISIT FRUIT. CONSORT 
CONSORT ER LIHUA 
LISHUG ARE ONE 
BED. THING... 


45 FOR 
THE OTHER 
CONCUBINES 
HE VISITS IN 
ADDITION TO 
THE PRINCIPAL 
CONSORTS, 
ALL ARE 
AMPLE OF 
BOSOM. 


THAT MAY міт 5 

ALSO BE LIKELY THAT 
ANOTHER LADY LISHU 
REASON HER HAS YET ТО 

ATTENDANTS FULFILL 

TREAT HER KEY 

HER WITH DUTY AS 
CONTEMPT. ONE OF THE 
EMPERORS 
CONSORTS. 


EVEN AT 
VERDIGRIS, 
A GIRL = 
GRADUATES Е 
TRAINING AND 
SEES HER OWN 
CLIENTS AT 


MAY BE OF 
BUT MARRYING 


GETTING AGE... 
PREGNANT 
AND 
BEARING 
q A CHILD 
NOT THINK WOULD BE 
Š VERY HARD 
ABOUT THE 
ON HER 14- 
PREVIOUS 
EMPEROR'S YEAR-OLD 
APPETITE BODY. 
FOR 
YOUNG 


GIRLS. 


CONSORT 
LISHU MAKES 
A LOGICAL 
TARGET. 


„ГР 
ОМЕ ОР 


CONSORT 


ADUO’S 


LADIES WAS 


ANOTHER 
IN HER 


MISTRESS S 


NAME... 


JUST 
WIPE 
DOWN THE 
SHELVES 
AND THEN 
PUT EACH 
JAR BACK 
WHERE ІТ 
WAS. 


он, | 
THOSE? E | 
рына 


WHAT 
SHOULD I 
DO WITH 


ARE 
THESE 
JARS ALL 
FULL OF 
HONEY? 


THAT 
EXPLAINS 
THE 
QUANTITY 
OF JARS 
HERE. 


HONEY 15 


A LUXURY. 4 
ОМЕ ТУРЕ 
WOULD 
o" 


NOKMALLY 
BE MOKE 
THAN 
ENOUGH. W| 


{ш 


2 
р = m 


₪ 


ALWAYS 


IT COMES 
FROM THE 
BEES KEPT 
ВУ LADY 
FENOMINO'S 
FAMILY. 


DONE THERE, 
PLEASE WIPE 
DOWN THE 
FORGETTING BANISTERS 
TO DO 


THAT 
CAME UP $ 
RECENTLY, 
DIDN'T 

IT? BUT 
WHERE? 


3 “LISHU AND 
A HER FOOD 
| TASTER? 


SELVES? 


I WONDER 
WHY SHE 
DOESN'T 

LIKE 
HONEY? 


WHILE SINCE 

I FELT LIKE I 

REALLY DID A 
HARD DAYS 
WORK LIKE 


SPEND THE 
NIGHT 
HERE. 


SHE 
LOOKS 
KEEPS IT ABOUT THE 
PRETTY SAME AS 


SIN 


ב 


A BLANKET 
OF MINE, 
WHICH 
YOU'RE 
MOST 
WELCOME 
TO USE. 


THANK 
YOU VERY 


SORRY 
TO KEEP 
YOU 
WAITING. 


—AND THAT 
CONCLUDES 


MY REPORT 


с EE. SN 


IM 
USING JUSTA 

ME 42 А SIMPLE 
SPY ОК APOTH- 
ФОМЕ-  ECARY. 
SUCH 15 

ABSURD. 


„І HATE 
HOW HEG 
ASKING. 


I DONT 
KNOW 
WHAT IT 
19 HEG 
TRYING 
TO GET 
OUT OF 
ME. 


FREE TO 
RETURN TO 
THE GARNET 

PALACE 


I FEEL 
AS IF HIS 
TONE AND 
ATTITUDE 

HAVE GROWN 
FAR MORE 
CASUAL OF 

LATE. 


DID YOU 
ENCOUNTER 

ANYONE 
SUSPICIOUS 

THERE? | 


I'M 
NOT ONE 
TO SHARE 

UNFOUNDED 
IDEAS. 


LOOKED, 
BUT WE 
DIDN'T 

FIND IT. 


DID YOU 
HAPPEN TO 
FISH OUT 
HER OTHER 
SHOE? 


I'M ONLY 
GUESSING 
HERE... 


LADY 
FENGMING, 
CONSORT 
ADUO’S HEAD 
ATTENDANT, 
MAY BE 
INVOLVED. 


..BUT I 
THINK ITS 
POSSIBLE 


SAW‏ קאג... 
A SHOE ON‏ 
THE FLOOR,‏ 
THE KIND‏ 
WORN BY‏ 
A WOMAN‏ 
WITH BOUND‏ 
FEET.‏ 


LADY 
FENGMING 
DOESN'T 
WALK WITH 
THE GAIT OF 
SOMEONE 


гай WHOSE 
THE SHOE FEET ARE 


MUST NOT BOUND... 
BELONG 
TO HER. 


TO BELIEVE 
SHE PICKED 
UP THAT 
LONE SHOE 
SOMEWHERE. 


FOUND OUT 
THIS MUCH 
HIMSELF 


I WON'T BE 
ABLE ТО ОЕТ 
TO THE(BOTTOM 
OF THIS WITHOUT ] 
FENGMING 
AN OBJECTIVE PLOTTING» 


PERSONAL 


GOOD 
GIRLS 
DESERVE 
A REWARD, 
HMM? 


PLEASE YOU. I 
OFFER MEAN 
THAT IT. 
KIND OF 
| REWARD TO 


1 
y 
е, THINKS MAD- 
N HE CAN GET МАМИ 


| 


m | 
W 
S р 2 
= GLOSSED „ЛМ TS Liewe 
= OVER WHAT PASS JV UST cos 
| A d FACE// NS 
f нё 


HE 150 


"| 


BUT 
YOU CAN 
EAT THIS, 

CAN'T 
YOU? 


OH, 
NO POINT WAIT. W HED 
IN KICKING ВЕ ON THE HE'S NOT 
SOMETHING RECEIVING HEARING 
END OF A A WORD 


TATZ NOT: 4 SWIFT KICK ТО I SAY. 
THE CROTCH 
RIGHT NOW IF 
HE WEREN'T 
IN SUCH f 
A HIGH 


PARTAKE 
BEGRUDG- 


A POISONOUS 
FLOWER 5 
STILL POISON, 
AFTER ALL. 


2226 


AAA 


^ 


раў 


2 


DOING WITH 
ONE OF MY 
А LADIES? 


27 


2 


4 GAVE YOU | — 


YOU PLEASE 
FIND IT IN 
YOUR HEART SIR JINSHI 


JUST TOOK 
ёа ONE OF HIS 


JOKES TOO 
AR. 


I SUPPOSE 
WE WON'T HAVE 
A PROBLEM 
IF YOU'RE THE 
ONE DOING THE 
LICKING FROM 


A Ў 
| .0 И 
TT | ||| HI 


... THERE 
ARE A FEW 
THINGS I 
WOULD LIKE 
TO LOOK 
INTO. 


d SIR 
| JINSHIS 
NOT HERE 
WITH YOU 
TODAY, 
|6 НЕ? 


I HUMBLY 
APOLOGIZE 
FOR CALLING 

UPON YOU 

WITHOUT 

NOTICE, 

MY LADY. 


А LACKING IN 
%ч CHARM. 


I HAVE 
A FEW 
QUESTIONS 
I WOULD 
LIKE TO 
PUT TO YOU, 
MY LADY. 


ANOTHER 
CONSORT'S 
LADY-IN- 
WAITING 
HAVE 
HERE? 


THE 
PRETTY 
THAN THE 5522 
FLAMBOYANT 
WEARING 
ONE FROM 
TODAY 
THE GARDEN SUITS HER 
BANQUET. 


HAS 
HONEY EVER 
UPSET YOUR 


A NOT 
UNUSUAL FOR 


SOMEONE 
WHOSE BODY 
DISAGREES 
WITH A FOOD 
20 MUCH THAT 


IT REACTS 
STOMACH? à «ЛО 


Become ЖІГІ 
HAS BEEN 
UNABLE TO ровонер 
EAT THAT is 


FOOD. 


I DON’T 
REMEM- 
BER IT, 
ACTUALLY. 


BUT I'VE 
BEEN TOLD 
THAT I ONCE 
ATE HONEY BY 
+. AND ACCIDENT... 
NEARLY 
DIED. 


SINCE THEN, 
I'VE BEEN 
TOLD BY MY 
NURSEMAIDS 
AND LADIES 
TO NEVER 
TOUCH THE 
STUFF. 


RUDE DARE טסל‎ 
OF  TRAIPSE או‎ 


THINGS THAT 
TROUBLE 


MISTRESS 
AT THE TEA 
| PARTY THE 
OTHER 
DAY. 


ONE TO TALK. 


YOU COULDNT V, 
EVEN BE 
BOTHERED... 


IM 
QUESSING 
THEY'RE IN 
THE HABIT 

OF CASTING 
OUTSIDERS 
AS THE 
ENEMY 
FROM TIME 
ТО TIME AND 
PRETENDING 


SHE 
DOESN'T 
KEALIZE 
SHES 
„AND BENG 


SHE 
CAN'T BULLIED 


BRING 
IT TO 
ANYONE 
ELSES 
ATTEN- 
TION. 


IF YOU 
HAVE ANY 
COMPLAINTS, 
YOU CAN TAKE 
THEM UP 
DIRECTLY 
WITH SIR 
JINSHI. 


THEY 
FIRST 
CONVINCE 
HER THAT 
THERE ARE 
ENEMIES 
ALL 
„AND AROUND 
RELY ON THEN HER... 
GW PROCEED 
TE TO ISOLATE 
2 HER BY 
CLAIMING 
THEYRE 
HER ONLY 
ALLIES. 


I AM HERE 
UNDER 
ORDERS. 


IM SURE 
I CAN GET 
AWAY WITH 


THIS KIND 
OF PAY- 


50 LOOK 
FORWARD 
TO FINDING 
ATO ў ў OUT WHAT 
APPROACH PRETENSE 
JINSHI. SHELL 
N EMPLOY... 


% 
ll, CONSORT 
LISHU, I HAVE 


ONE MORE 
QUESTION 


ARE YOU 
ACQUAINTED 
WITH... 


LADY 
FENGMING, 
THE HEAD 
LADY-IN- 
WAITING 
OF THE 
GARNET 
PALACE? 


PLEASE 
TELL ME 
HOW YOU 

KNOW 
HER. 


AT 
THE SAME 
TIME, THE 
EMPEROR 
HIMSELF 

HADA 


THE SON. 


CURRENT 


YOUNGER 
BROTHER. 


ITS 
SURPRISING 
THAT HE WAS 

MARRIED 
TO HER, 
AND HER 
ALONE... 


THEY MUST 
BE VERY 
CLOSE. 


20 
THE ONLY 
CONSORT 

HE HAD 
AT THE 
TIME WAS 
CONSORT 
ADUO. 


IT SEEMS 
THE TWO 
OF THEM 
SHARED A 
WET NURSE 
AS INFANTS 
AND 
GREW UP 
TOGETHER. 


«WHEN THE 


А BABY 
BOY WAS 
BORN TO 
HIM AND 
CONSORT 
АР. 


ee UNTIL 
HIS 
OWN 
HAREM 
WAS 
ESTAB- 


CURRENT 
EMPEROR 
WAS STILL 

CROWN 

PRINCE... 


OF THE 
TWO BOYS, 
CONSORT 

ADUO’S SON 

DIED IN 

INFANCY. 


NOT LONG 
AFTER, THE 
PREVIOUS 
EMPEROR 
PASSED 
AWAY, AND 
THE CURRENT 
EMPEROR 
TOOK THE 
THRONE. HE 
WOULD HAVE 
NO OTHER- 
CHILDREN... 


LISHED. 


IHAD A 
FEELING 


| INSTEAD ІТ NEED 
DF ет RECORDED |M 

RUMORS 

TEN AND | 

я HEARSAY. 

mis 


FACTS... 


THERE'S 
ONLY ONE 
PERSON I 

KNOW WHO 

GROWS 

MEDICINAL 


WHOSE 
EXTENSIVE 
tr MEDICAL 
SKILLS AND 
< | KNOWLEDGE 
ARE WASTED 
AS THE 
APOTHECARY 
OF THE 
PLEASURE 
DISTRICT... 


ABUNDANT 
MEDICINAL 


HERBS 


GROWING 


HERE 
IN THE 
INNER 

COURT... 


WHO 
DRAGS 
HIS FEET 
LIKE 
AN OLD 
WOMAN... 


FEELING 
42 MUCH. 


IMAGINED 
THEY WERE 
TRANS- 
PLANTED 
HERE... 


NOT 
THAT THEY 
GREW HERE 
NATURALLY. 


A FORMER 
EUNUCH 


ONE OF HIS 
KNEECAPS 
REMOVED... 


ai 


> יחת 
Грає‏ 


FROM 
CONSORT 
GYOKUYO? 


CONSORT 
ADUO 15 
CURRENTLY 
ATTENDING 
А TEA 
PARTY. 


Chapter 17 


TELLING ме | 
WHAT YOUR 


VISIT IS ALL 
ABOUT? 


CONSORT |, 


ADUO 
WILL BE 
MADE TO 
LEAVE. 


ARE YOU 
ALL MOVING 
OUT OF THE 
GARNET 
PALACE? 


WELCOMING 
A NEW 
CONSORT 
ALONG WITH 
THE NEW 
YEAR. 


ITS 
ALMOST 
AS ІР... 


THE Zus 
REASON SHE 
HAS BEEN 
ABLE TO 
MAINTAIN HER 
CURRENT 
POSITION 


THINGS 
WOULD BE 
DIFFERENT 


THE 
PROFOUND 
BOND SHE 

SHARES WITH 
THE EMPEROR 
FROM HAVING 
NURSED AT 
THE SAME 
BREAST, ONE 
CLOSER THAN 
EVEN THAT OF 
BLOOD... 


NOW IF HER — 


SON, BORN 
17 YEARS 
AGO... 


NO 
FEMININE 
SCENT 
HANGS 
ABOUT HER 
PERSON 
EITHER. 


SHE 
HAS NO 
POWERFUL 


SHE 
CUTS A 
GALLANT 
FIGURE, 
LIKE 
THAT 
OFA 
MAN. 


SHE'S 
TURNED 
FROM А 
WOMAN 
INTO A 
EUNUCH. 


САМ КО 
LONGER 
BEAR 
CHILDREN, 
CAN SHE? 


THE 
EMPEROR 


HAS NO 
NEED OF 
А BARREN | 
CONSORT | 
IN HIS 
HAREM. 


UNTOWARD 


r HAPPENED 
SEE HOW PURING 
THAT IS THE BIRTH, 
ANY OF DIDN'T 
YOUR 
CONCERN. 


THE 
PERSON 
WHO 
DELIVERED 
THE BABY 
IS MY 
ADOPTIVE 
FATHER. 


INNER | 
50 COURT 


ARE 
A Mien ALWAYS 
50 THAT 
SHORT- 
EVEN THE SHORT, 
QUACK HAS . 
MANAGED TO 
KEEP HIS 
POSITION 
FOR 50 


5 — s 
er | 
THE | 
을 PHYSICIANS | 
OFTHE | 


IF YOURE 
ALREADY 
WORKING 
IN THE 
ж SPECIALIZED 
“THERE'S 
NO NEED FIELD OF 


To BECOME MEDICINE 
A EUNUCH А5 А 
JUST TO DO DOCTOR... 
YOUR JOB, 
AFTER ALL. 


THE MOST 
ADEPT AT 
HANDLING 

SOCIAL 
: SITVA- 
A TIONS. 


HE MUST 
HAVE BEEN 
| COERCED 
| INTO 7 


WAS THE 
СОМФОЕТФ 
LIFE WEIGHED 


DID THE 
MISFORTUNE 
ARISE BECAUSE 


AGAINST THAT 
TS MB OR mE THE EMPEROR'S 
SHE WAS EMPRESS? BROTHER WAS 
oe ee BEING BORN 
d AT THE SAME 
IT MUST aa 
HAVE BEEN 
A DIFFICULT 
BIRTH FOR 


HER. 


THAT 
WAS 
WHEN IT 
HAPPENED, 
WASN'T 


CHILD SHE 
WORKED 50 
HARD TO 
BEAR... 


THAT 
WAS WHEN 
CONSORT 
ADUO 
LOST HER 
WOMB. 


DIED IN 021) 
INFANCY. ET || 


EXPECT 
IT FELL 
TO YOU 


...WHILE 
CONSOKT 
ADUO WAS 

INDISPOSED. 


JUST THE | ` 


KIND OF 
PERSON 


RESIGNED 
HIMSELF 
TO BEING 
LABELED 
A QUACK 
AND A 
CHARLATAN. 


I FIND THAT 
SURPRISING, 
GIVEN YOU'RE 
THE DAUGHTER 
OF THE 
CHARLATAN 
WHO COULDN'T 
EVEN AID LADY 
ADUO IN HER 
TIME OF NEED. 


WHEN IT 
COMES TO 
MEDICINE, 

THERE /5 NO 
GIVING UP 

AND SAYING 
"OH WELL.” 


RUMOR 
HAS IT, 
THE CHILD 
DIED AS A 
RESULT... 


POISONED 


POWDER... 


AND 
YOU, AS 
CLEVER AS 
YOU ARE, 
WOULD NEVER 
HAVE LET THE 
CHILD COME 
INTO CONTACT 
WITH ФОМЕ- 
THING SO 
DEADLY. 


TO ІТ THAT 
THE POWDER 
CONTAINING 
WHITE LEAD 
WAS BANNED 
FROM THE 
INNER 


I BELIEVE 
YOUR 20- 
CALLED 
“СНАКЕА- 
TAN”... 


THERE 


IS A WIDE 
VARIETY OF 
THE NECTAR POISONOUS 
FROM THEIR PLANTS. 
BLOOMS 15 
TOXIC AS 


BANE AND 
AZALEA, 
TO NAME 
A FEW. 


WELL. 


EVEN 
ADULTS 
SINCE YOU „ / POISONED 
COME FROM > BY THEM 
A FAMILY OF | З а | WOULD, 
BEEKEEPERS ВУ AT сло, 
227 NEVER MIND 


...1 WOULD A CHILD. 


EXPECT YOU 
TO KNOW 
ALL ABOUT 


,WHICH YOU Ar 15 THAT 
YOURSELF S EVEN BASIC, 
TASTED AND = NONTOXIC 
THOUGHT ` HONEY... 
TO BEA ( 
NUTKITIOUS 
SUPPLE- 


COULD 
BE LETHAL TO A 
BABY WITH WEAK 
RESISTANCES. 


ЕЕРЕЕ THUS, 
CONSORT 
AN 
| mas АРЏО = 
CHILD 
Г PASSED 
| DEATH AWAY... 
| WASA 
FAILURES; | MYSTERY. 
BEGINNING, іза 


WITH: TH 
farine 


HE WAS \ 


2 | OFÎTHE 
IMUTILATED.AS IDELIVERIES 
PUNISHMENT, — < 


| ТИЕ BONES. 


OF. ONE. KNEE. 


| EXTRACTED... | \ 
[| LN U 


BANISHED, 
FROM THE, 


YOU 
DIDN'T WANT 
CONSORT 
ADUO TO 
г THAT IT DISCOVER... 

WAS YOU 
WHO HAD 
CAUSED THE 
DEATH OF 
HER ONE 
AND ONLY 
CHILD. 


THAT'S 
WHY YOU 
TRIED TO 
ELIMINATE 
CONSORT 
LISHU. 


р р‏ ...ה 


WOULD BE 
SO KIND... 
PLEASE 
TELL ME 
HOW YOU 
KNOW 
HER. 


«І USED 
TO SPEND A 
LOT OF TIME 

WITH LADY 


ARE YOU 
ACQUAINTED 
WITH LADY 
FENGMING, 
THE HEAD 
LADY-IN- 
WAITING OF 

THE GARNET 
PALACE? 


CONSORT 
APVO, 

IN TURN, 
WAS QUITE 
РОМР OF 
CONSORT 
LISHU. 


«CONSORT 
LISHU WAS 

VERY CLOSE 

3 TO CONSORT 


TO 


PREVENT 
THE HIS I WONDER 


IF CONSORT 
ROM. ADUO KEPT 
SEEKING LADY LISHU 


PLEASURE ІМ CLOSE... 
THE YOUNG 
GIRLS BED. 


NEARLY 
PASSED 
OVER INTO 
THE REALM 
OF THE 
DEAD... 


WISDOM, 
CONSORT 


ADUO MIGHT М 


HAVE THEN 
SENSED 
SOMETHING 
AMISS 
ABOUT HER 
OWN BABYS 
DEATH. 


— 


CONSOKT 
LISHU 
ABOUT 
WHAT HAD 
HAPPENED 
TO HER AS 
A CHILD. 


ABOUT 


HOW SHE'D 


INGESTED 
HONEY AS 
A BABY... 


Re IT WAS 


BAN A KIND OF 


| CONSORT 
| LISHUG 
| FREQUENT 


| | CONTINUED 


me THERE 
WAS A 
CHANCE SHE 
WOULD TELL 
CONSORT 
ADUO ABOUT 
HER CLOSE 
CALL WITH 
HONEY. 


AND 50, 
| YOU CAME 
UP WITH 


CONSORT AVA $ 
LISHU WAS V} | EXCUSES 
PACKED OFF 7 : 4 ..TO DRIVE 4 
CONSORT 


TO TAKE | 
MONASTIC | y 
VOWS, NEVER LISHU AWAY 
KNOWING | та || WHENEVER 
THE REAL ₪ SHE CAME 
REASON SHE CALLING. 
WAS BEING | \ א‎ 
SPURNED. 


YOU 
MUST'VE 
BEEN 50 
RELIEVED. 


BUT THEN, 
THE GIRL 
YOU WERE 
20 SURE 
YOU WOULD 
NEVER SEE 


CAME AGAIN... 


BACK TO 
THE INNER 
COURT... 


A CHILD 
SEEKING 
OUT HER 


MOTHER. Р | 


ANP 
(2 | NOW SHE 
) WAS IN A 
POSITIONTO 
THREATEN 
CONSORT 
ADUO'6 
OWN. 


DESPITE 


| ON ДАРУ | THIS, SHE 
ADUD... | SHAME- 
LESSLY... 
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AND 
THAT'S 


WHY YOU 
TRIED TO 
GET RID 


f 


г. HAVE 
SOMEONE 
WHO'S 
PRECIOUS 
TO YOU? 


mi THERE'S 
NO POINT IN 
TRYING TO 
BRIBE ME, 
RIGHT? 


W 
TA 


o^ 
N 


7А 


и 


YOU DO 
REALIZE 
THAT... 


50 
WHEN 
I BEGAN 
SERVING 
CONSORT „ALWAYS 
ADUO AT DONE 
THE START, AS MY 
IT WAS PARENTS 


А GREAT TOLD ME. 
SHOCK 


STRONG 


WILL | 

AND 
BEE ITWAWI 1 ВЕСАМЕ 
; À LADY-IN- 

WAITING, 

JUST AS 
THEY SAID 
I SHOULD. 


EVEN WHEN 
SPEAKING TO 
THE CROWN 
PRINCE, SHE 
HELD HER 
OWN. 


RESPECTED 
HER FROM 
THE BOTTOM 
OF MY 

HEART. 


PRECIOUS TO 
WHO 15 MOST 


I BELIEVED 
HEK.TO ВЕ 
THE.ONE 
AND: ONLY. 
PERSON IN 
THE WORLD. 
WHOM I 
SHOULD. 
EVER 
SERVE. 


CONSORT 
ADUO BECAME 
THE PERSON 
MOST DEAR 


db 
геа 
ў ІШ | 


| 
| 


THE 
DARLING 


I STOLE 
THE MOST 
PRECIOUS 


THING 
IN THE PRECIOUS 
WORLD JEWEL! 
FROM 
HER! 
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YOU ALL 
NEEDN'T 
WORRY. 


СО 


~ 
# 


THE 

LIVES OF 

SLIGHTEST CHILDREN 
ILLNESS ARE 


UNCERTAIN 
CAN TAKE UNTIL THEIR 


THEM SEVENTH 
YEAR. 


YEARS? 


BUT 
I KNEW 
SHE'D 
BEEN 
WEEPING 
INCON- 
SOLABLY 


THATS 
WHY I CANT 
UNDERSTAND 

WHAT IT 15 
SHE'S HOPING 
В TO ACHIEVE. 


THERE'S 
NO HIDING 
ANYTHING 
FROM 
…SEEING THAT 
AS HE EUNUCH... 
PRETTY 
MUCH HAS 
THE RUN 
OF THE 
INNER 
COURT. 


ALL THAT 
SHE HAS 
DONE HAS 
BEEN FOR 
CONSORT 


HAVE /T 

IN ME TO 
REVERE 
ANOTHER 
PERSON 
TO THAT 
EXTENT. 


GAO SHUN 
WOULD VE 
REPORTED 
BACK TO 
JINSHI ON МУ 
MOVEMENTS 

BY NOW. 


THERE'S 
NO WAY 

SHELL 
MAKE IT 
OUT WITH 
HER LIFE. 


AS SMART 
AS SHE 12, 


I HAVE A | SHE MUST 
PROPOSAL | A 
FOR YOU. 


= ы А CRUEL 
РЕОРО- 
SITION... 


„ONE 

THATS 

TANTA- 
MOUNT 

то 

TELLING 
HER TO 
DIE. 


і у ТНЕ 
BUT | OUTCOME 
IF THAT'S 3 | WILL NOT 
ACCEPTABLE | D \ CHANGE. 
TO YOU... 


… PLEASE 
DO AS І 
SAY. 


DR Ҹ 
DIE 


BUT 
THAT'S NOT У . 
HAPPENING. | 
AT THE VERY 
LEAST, 1 CAN 
CHANGE OUT 

OF THESE 
CLOTHES, I 
SUPPOSE. 


А BLOW 
Y FROM 

. THAT 

1 WOULD Е |:: 


REALLY 


YOU 
KNOW 
ANYTHING 
ABOUT 
THIS? 


. FENG- 
MING 
TURNED 
HERSELF 


I PADDED 
MYSELF 
WITH OILED 
PAPER JUST 
IN CASE... 


DIDN'T 
YOU HAVE 
COLLECT 

FOR YOU, 
THOUGH? 


WAS 
ENSURING 
THAT CONSORT 
KEEP HER 

RANK AS ONE 
OF THE FOUR 
PRINCIPAL 
CONSORTS. 


BUT 
ISN'T IT 
..THE 
CULPRIT 
TURNED 
HERSELF 


THOUGHT 
I MIGHT 
LEARN 

SOME- 
THING 
FROM 

THEM... 
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— ROLL YOU 
HER TWO DON’T 
| MOTIVES SAY? 
/NTO ONE. 


| 
EVEN ЈЕ | 
FENGMING | 
COULDN'T 

N ESCAPE СР 
| DEATH... | 


«SHE 
COULD DIE 
KNOWING 
THAT HER 
BELOVED 
CONSORT 
ADUO WOULD 
NEVER LEARN 
THE TRUTH 
ABOUT HER 
BABYS 
DEMISE. 


THAT WAS 
у 7— THE MOST 
: __ LAMERE 
₪ BERVING 
VG IRL WITH 
XA NO POWER 

TO SPEAK OF 
COULD DO 

FOR HER. | 

| 


` ~ 


"m (m қ уж 


BUT IT'S 
ALREADY BEEN 
DETERMINED 
THAT CONSORT 
ADUO 15 GOING 
TO LOSE HER 
PLACE HERE. 


„12 THAT 
DUE TO 
FENOMINO'S 
ACTIONS? 


IT WAS 
DECIDED 
SOME TIME 
AGO. 


107 


.«СОМФОЕТ 
ADUO WILL 
RELOCATE 
TO THE 
IMPERIAL 
VILLA IN THE 


SETTING 
UP A 
DEMOTED 
CONSORT 
IN AN 
IMPERIAL 
RESIDENCE 
IS UNUSUAL, 
TO BE 
SURE... 


IT IS WHAT 
THE HAS 
EMPEROR 
DECREED. 


\ || тнеўяе V $ 

NI воомке LZ 

ФІІ OUT OF 
SEASON. 


FENGMINO > 
EXECUTION 


WENT OFF 
WITHOUT 
A HITCH. 


IF 
ONLY 
22 
SAVED 
SOME 
OF THE 
ALCOHOL 
JINSHI 
GAVE 
ME... 


m‏ אש 
COULD VE‏ 7 
T ENJOYED‏ 
A MOONLIT‏ 
OH? NIGHTCAP.‏ 
SOME-‏ 
ONE‏ 
ELSE‏ — 
—F ALREADY‏ 
BEAT ME‏ | / 


FE em 


WELL, 
IF IT ISN'T 
THE LADY- 
IN-WAITING 
WHO CAME 
TO HELP OUT 
BEFORE! 


CARE TO 


DRINK? 


І WASN'T 


«THAT SHE 
REMINDS 


DO YOU 
THINK ME 
WITH THAT MANNISH? 
SORT OF 
BEHAVIOR, 
DEFINITELY. 


YOU'RE 
AN 
HONEST 
ONE. 


CONSOKT 
APUO WILL 
BE LEAVING 
THE INNER 
COURT 
ON THE 
MORROW. 


Wee GROWING UP, 
о T I WAS THE 
тує GONE | | | EMPERORS 
PACK TO FRIEND. 
BEING HS | | 
FRIEND 
AGAIN. 


WE WENT 
BACK TO 
BEING THE AS 
OLD FRIENDS We не крет 
WE USED ТО fw) ..FROM THE CONSORT 


BE, THE PAIR 4 MOMENT 
WHO NURSED 6 MY SON pigg ЈЕ 
AT THE ZAME WAS TAKEN Пера 
: FROM ME... | й 
<Ç THOUGHT 
MYSELF 
NO MORE 
THAN A 
PRIVATE 
TUTOR. 


I NEVER 
IMAGINED 
Ір BE CHOSEN 
FOR THE RANK 
OF PURE 
CONSORT. 


I WANTED 
TO PUSH 
THIS TITLE 


A5 GIVEN TO 
SOON AG I ME OUT OF 
POSSIBLY PITY ON 

SOMEONE 


SSES ELSE... 


WHATEVER 
RUMORS 
ABOUT 
HER RUN 
RAMPANT 
IN THESE 
HALLS ІМ 
FUTURE... 


IT WILL 

BE NONE 
7 ім 

ЕЛЕК SURE SHE 
CONCERN 

WOULD VE 

ONCE SPOKEN 

SHE'S 


LEFT THE OF THESE 
THINGS 
INNER 
NO MATTER 
COURT 
BEHIND. WHO WAS 
UP HERE 
WITH HER. 


SHE 
MUST'VE 
BEEN 
CHILLED 
TO THE 
BONE AND 
IN SUCH 


THE 
WATER 
MUST'VE 
BEEN 50 
VERY 
COLD. 


EVERYONE | IK 
IS 50 
FOOLISH. 


THE 


AND 


CONSORT K Зи 
АРИО HAD 
REALLY 
REALIZED ЖЕ” 
AS MUCH. 
HERSELF. 


MAYBE 
FENGMING 
HAD AIDED 

| А S THE GIRL 
JUST AS 년 IN HER 
FENGMING VI | DESPITE ATTEMPT. 
WILLINGLY ү: | THAT, 
WENT TO THE| € l в ТНЕ 
BALLOWS... š М. 


MUST VE 
PLUNGED 
INTO 
THE Icy 
WATERS 


„WHETHER PN ; OF HER 
OR NOT > ч 5 OWN 
CONSORT EN “ФО THAT VOLITION... 
АРИО : : ze SUSPICION 
HERSELF CN 7 WOULD NOT 
WISHED N Wa š ST FALL ON 
75 | РА NÅ CONSORT 
À ADUO. 


SHOUTING 
AT PEOPLE 


I THINK І 
SHOULD BE 
| ASKING YOU 


FORGIVE 
ME. I'LL 
M— 


HAVE 
YOU BEEN 
DRINKING? 


ISNT THE 
EMPEROR 
M GIVING YOU 
ALITTLE TOO 
MUCH FREE 
REIN IF YOU'RE 
RUNNING AMUCK 
HERE, DRUNK 
OFF YOUR 
BACKSIDE? 


KICKED ME 
RIGHT OUT, 
SAYIN’ HOW 
HE FELT MUCH 
BETTER, 909 
I OUGHTA GO 
HOME... 


YOU'RE 
NOT EVEN 
WEARING 


` A JACKET. 


PLEASE 


YOU'RE 
GOING TO 


GO BACK CATCHA 


TO YOUR 


«HE 
LEFT TO 
GO WHO- 
KNOWS- 


COLD. 


HE INVITED 
ME FOR 
DRINKS, "NI 
THEN AFTER 
MAKING ME 
DRINK TO 
HIS HEART'S 
CONTENT... 


THERE'S 
SOMEONE 
AT THE INNER 
COURT WITH 
THE POWER 
TO TREAT 
JINSHI LIKE 
THAT? 


I DONT 
HAVE TO 


INDULGE ./ ל‎ WA Y nane 
ZOME 257) К k: NEITHER 


CLINGY ee АККА n) HERE NOR À 
DRUNK. 


IT MIGHT | LL 
WITHOUT ВЕ RUDE Es" reed 
EVENA ТО CHASE : 
WORD or HIM OFF. 
THANKS FORK 
CATCHING 


SIR 
JINSHI 


| WILL SOON 
BE PASSED 
TO THE GIRL 


JOINING THE 
EMPEROR'S 
HAREM. 


WHO WILL BE ~ 


15 THE 
EMBLEM 
OF THE 
RANK OF 
THE PURE 

CONSORT... 


6 S 
E THE 
+ MAJESTIC 
4 ₪ CONSORT 
“ ~ ADUO CAN 
а ONLY BE 
DESCRIBED 
AS LOOKING 
АССОМ- 
PLISHED. 
SHE 1 
LOOKS NOT 
AT ALL LIKE A 
POOR WOMAN ; > 
BEING DRIVEN | 
OUT OF THE FZ ( 25 N 


INNER COURT. 


I 
4 у Й L 
THE 
CROWN FI 
THAT 


А EUNUCH 
WHO 
LOOKS 

LIKE A 
AND А 
CONSORT | ЗАТ 
WHO 4 
RESEMBLES 
A GALLANT 
YOUNG MAN. 


IF THEY 
SWAPPED 
OUTFITS, 
THOUGH. 


IT 


1 THINK 
müre ME 


WHO SHE 
REMINDED VW. 
ME OF 
LAST 


| 


HER, 
PHRASING 
~ ALMOST 
| MAKES IT 
SOUND AS 
ЈЕ HE'S 
STILL 
ALIVE. 


NOT “THE 
MOMENT 
HE DIED” 


WHAT 
IF THE 
EMPEROR'S 
YOUNGER 
BROTHER 
AND 
CONSORT 
ADUO’S 


„МИО 
WERE 
BORN AT 
ALMOST 
THE SAME | | 
TIME, WERE 
SOMEHOW 
SWITCHED? 


CONSORT 
АРЏО, 
= ) UNABLE 
HAVE FELT dem TO BEAR 
KEENLY = 2 HER CHILD 
WHICH OF m > BECAUSE 
..WOULD BE THE TWO — J THE EMPRESS 
RAISED WITH BOYS... = ; WAS GIVING 


GREATER у ВІЄТН АТ ТНЕ | 
SAME TIME... 


WOULD BE 
TREASURED “Ben қ || AFTER ALL, 
FAR MORE TO THE і law WHO WAS 
AND EMPRESS - SHE BUT THE | 
PROTECTED = í / DAUGHTER 
WITH A | OF A WET- 
GREATER £ NURSEP 
DILIGENCE А = 
THAN HER 
OWN. 


УЗИ / г | PERHAPS 
| consorr Å x WHEN SHE 
SIMPLY псов 
COULDNT | b T THE EN 
5 ROAD TO 

RECOVERY 
AFTER THE 
BIRTH... 


SURELY 
THAT ALONE 
WAS HER 
GREATEST 
DESIRE? 


FAILING 
TO NOTICE 
THAT THE 
BABIES 
HAD BEEN 
„вит | SWITCHED 
PUNISHED 
BY MUTILA- 
TION AG 
WELL. 


WHY LADY 
ADUO WAS 
ALLOWED 
ТО REMAIN 


COURT AS 
THE PURE 
CONSORT... 


OWN CHILD 
SURVIVED 
WITH HIS 


I CAN 
UNDERSTAND 
WHY MY 
FATHER WAS 
NOT ONLY 
BANISHED... 


IF THE 
SWITCH 
WAS 


„АМ DISCOV- 
THE DAYS ERED... 


AFTER 
THE DEATH 
OF THE HIS 
MAJESTYG 

TRUE 
BROTHER... 


THE 
emperor's MAKES 
"BROTHER" SENSE. 
CURRENTLY 

BEING IN 

А LESSER 
POSITION... 
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EVEN THE 


REASON SHE |) 


CAN STAND 
20 TALL 
DESPITE 
HAVING 

ALLEGEDLY 

FAILED TO 


FULFILL y 
HER DUTY AS 
CONSORT... Й 


WILDEST 
IDEA IVE 


CHANCE OF 
SURVIVING 
IN THIS 
GARDEN OF 
WOMEN. 


AN 
N 


53 
а } 


THAT IN 
ITSELF 
15 AN 
IMPROVE- 
MENT. 


IN THAT 


MOMENT 


THE 
EXPRES- 
SION ON 
THE FACE 

OF THE 
BOYISH 
AND NOBLE 
CONSORT 
ADUO... 


WAS | 
VERY MUCH 
THAT OF A 
MOTHERS. 


| | | 


Chapterio 


HANDLE 


FORTUNATE 
THAT 
FENGMING 


90 HER POISONING... 
MISTRESS 


INCURRED 
NO BLAME. 


THEY 
WERE ALL 
SENTENCED 
TO PUNISH- 
MENT BY 
MUTILATION 
WITH 
VARYING 
DEGREES 
OF 
SEVERITY. 


AFTER 
FENGMING’S 
EXECUTION, 
THE ASSETS 
OF HER 
RELATIVES 
WERE 
SEIZED. 


INCLUDED 
IN THIS LIST 
ARE THE 
CLIENTS 
OF THE 
WHICH FAMILY 
SEEMINGLY BUSINESS... 
EXTENDED 
TO MORE 
THAN JUST 
BEEKEEPING. 


THAT'S 
SOME 
SUCCESS 
RATE. 


AROUND 
80 GIRLS 
FROM THIS 
LIST WERE 

PLACED 

HERE AT 
THE INNER 


HERE 
BEFOKE ME 
LIES THE 
LIST OF ALL 
FENGMING'5 
RELATIVES 
AND THEIR 
ASSOCIATES. 


4 


= 
rum 


Chapter 19 М 


| APPEAR Å THE 

< ТО HAVE Y MEN WHO 
BEEN ABDUCTED 
ASSOCI- ^ ANP SOLD 
; THE APOTH- 

FENG- 
MING 5 
FAMILY. 


COULD 
CONCEAL 
THE 
FACT, 
IF THAT 
IS YOUR 


IF I GIVE 
THE WORD, 
/T WILL COME 
TO PASS 
WITHOUT 
ANYONE 
QUESTIONING 
THE RIGHT 
OR WRONG 
OF IT. 


ORDERING 
/T DONE 
/є BUT A 
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IT WOULD 
BE BETTER 
IF WE TO JUST 
HIDE /7 MAKE A 
THEN SHE DECISION. 
CAN STAY 
HERE. 


SHE 


WHO 50 
DILIGENTLY 
OBSERVES 

ДМ THE SOCIAL 
HIERARCHY 
BETWEEN 

| COMMONER 

| AND NOBLE 


-WOULD 
CARRY 
OUT ANY 
KIND OF 
ORDER 
GIVEN TO 
HER, EVEN 
ONE SHE 
DISLIKED. 


WAS 

- CONTRARY 
TO HER 

WISHES... 


eee THAT 
SHE'S 
BEEN 
TRAPPED 
INA 
PLACE 
SHE 
DOESN'T 
CAKE 
FOK? 


/ 


| / 


THE VERY | 

THOUGHT | 

TERRIFIED 
ME. 


WOULD 
THE DIVIDE 


À BETWEEN US 


GROW EVEN 
WIDER? 


HANDLE 
THE KEAL- 
IZATION... 


WAS SHE 
NOT JUST A 
CONVENIENT 
PAWN? 


NAG I'M TOLD 
S EVERYONE 
2 
2 FROM YOU- 
KNOW-WHOG 


FAMILY AND 
ALL THE GIRLS 
PLACED HERE 
FROM CLIENTS 
OF THEIRS ARE 
GOING TO BE 


ЖМ PEOPLE! 


THAT 
FAMILY 
MUST'VE 
BEEN 
WHEELING 
AND DEALING 
WITH PEOPLE 
ALL OVER 


FOR 
SOME 
REASON, 
IVE GOT 
A REALLY 
BAD 
FEELING 
ABOUT 
THIS. 


1 COULD 
HAVE SOME 
KIND OF 
CONNECTION 


| | TO THEM AND 


JUST NOT 
KNOW IT. 


I STILL 
HAVEN'T 
FOUND 
THEM 
ANY NEW 
CLIENTELE 
SINCE LI 
HAKU. 


ALL 
THESE GIRLS 
I KNOW ARE 

WORRIED 
ABOUT HOW 
THEY'RE 
SUDDENLY 
GOING TO 
BE FIRED. 


DOCUMENTS 
I REVIEWED 
BEFORE, 
FENGMING’S 
FAMILY WERE 
MERCHANTS 
INVOLVED 
IN TRADE. 


IT 
: WOULD 
“| BE REALLY 
INCONVE- 
NIENT TO 
ВЕ LET 
co. 


I MEAN, 
ID HAPPILY 
GO BACK 
TO THE 
PLEASURE 
DISTRICT. 


15 ABOUT 
THE MASS 
o DISMISSAL, 
WONDERING 3 ISN'T IT? 
WHETHER OR 1 
|| NOT I WAS 
À SLATED FOR 
DISMISSAL. 


TO ASKIHIM AN 50 THIS 
© TO LET ME A b MEANS ГМ 


GOING TO 
BE LET GO, 
DOESN'T 
IT? 


SAY = 


I 
SHOULDN'T 
BEG. 


... JUST A 
SERVANT 
HERE. 


/T MEANS A 
DECREASE IN 
MY WAGES, 
I WON'T 
COMPLAIN. 


WAY TO NAB 
SOME NEW 
CUSTOMERS, 


OR HIGH 
WATER. 


~ 


М 


TLL 
DO AS 
I'M TOLD 
AND FOLLOW 
= YOUR ORDERS, 
^. | WHETHER IT BE 
; TO WORK AS A 
SERVANT, MAKE 
MEALS FOR 
THE OTHER 
SERVANTS 
HERE... 


N 


7, THAT'S 
50 LONG FIGHT. - 


AS HE 
COMMANDS 
IT ILL РО 
WHATEVER 
IT 18 TO THE — 
С BEST OF MY S 
E ABILITIES. I 


IF IT'S 
ТО PUT OFF 
A— GELLING MY 


2 


\ 


Mu 
% 
2 


I 
a> 


| 
| 
"i 


| 


| | SATION 15 
READIED. 


A war 


- 


|777 Å m 


...ТИЕ 
- | NEGOTI- 
ss ATIONS 
= FAILED. 


JUST 
HOW LONG 
DOES HE 
INTEND 


PERHAPS 
YOU SHOULD 
HAVE KEPT 
HER HERE. 


ol THE WEEK | 
DON’T = uu AFTER THE 
COME ӘЛІ FORMAL 
2 SER NOTICE 
ее ШЕ СОЕ OF HER 
HEARD 22221 DISMISSAL 


IF YOU THAT SHE 22521 ARRIVED, 
REGRET HAD CALLED С хаомао 
IN ON EACH 3 vu RETURNED 
ES се PLEASURE 
SHED DISTRICT. 
WORKED 
OR VISITED 
TO SAY 
GOODBYE. 


NOW 
THAT HE'S 
LOST HIS 
FAVORITE 


HARP TO FIND 
SOMETHING 
NEW AND 
UNUSUAL 
FOR HIM TO 
PLAY WITH, 
BUT... 


DARK 


2% 
UM ve ррмт 


å 2 OBJECT... 


V 


I SHOUD 
PROBABLY 
STOP 
EQUATING 
HER WITH 
A TO” 


UGH. 
WHAT A 
TRULY TIME- 
CONSUMING 


THE 
OLD MADAM 
HERE SEEMS 
DETERMINED 
TO TURN ME 
INTO ONE 
OF HER 
COURTE- 


I CANT RECITE 
POETRY, PLAY 

EVEN THOUGH THE ERHU, OR | 
IM JUST THE EVEN DANCE. | 
— —PAUGHTEK-OF - 
АМ APOTHECARY 


MADE HER 

INTENTIONS 
CLEAR OVER | 
THE PAST FEW 
YEARS. 


SUMMONING A 
COURTESAN 


TONIGHT ש‎ 


/ JOB 15 
en 5 OUTSIDE THE 
ESTATE BROTHEL AT 
COSTS А А NOBLES 
GREAT DEAL BANQUET 


IN ITSELF 


ALL THREE 
PRINCESSES 
OF VERDIGRIS 
i AT ONCE, WHEN 
D A SINGLE NIGHT 
/Й OF DRINKING WITH 
\ JUST ONE OF THEM 
WOULD COSTA 
WHOLE YEARS 
WORTH OF 
SILVER... 


THE VERY 
LEAST, 
ILL MAKE 
SURE NO 
ONES 
CUP RUNS 
DRY. 


~ 


| 


2 Chapter 20 ЯШ? 
Y 


AS I 
SUSPECTED, 
8 томант'= 
{| HOST MUST 
BE OUTRA- } 
GEOUSLY 
WEALTHY. 


а FURNISHINGS 
ALONE ARE 


тил, 


аза 


LI HAKU 
PROVIDED 
THE 
CONNECTION, К 
ГМ SURE Р 
ITLL CHIP А 
BIT OFF MY 


YOU HAVE 
SUCH RICH 
FRIENDS, 
WHY DIDN'T 
YOU REFER 
THEM TO US 
SOONER? 


DODGE 
SELLING 
MYSELF 
FOR THE 
TIME BEING. 
THANK 
GOODNESS 
FOR THAT. 


I HEARD 
THESE 


7 COURT 
THEYRE 
MUCH DIGNITARIES 


WERE 
Ne REFERRED 
THAN I 
TO US BY 
IMAGINED, LI HAKU. 
THOUGH. ” 


I RECEIVED 
FAR MORE 
THAN I WAS 
EXPECTING 

WHEN I LEFT 
THE INNER 


ITS PART OF 
THE JOB, BUT 
IM GETTING 
у REALLY TIRED ЊЕ 
OF HAVING 
| ТО SMILE 
| CONSTANTLY. E 


ALL THE 
OTHER 
LADIES 

Хі ARE BUSY 
УК WITH THE 
OTHER 


HAVE YOU 
EVER BEEN 
TOLD THAT 


| 
"| А DIFFERENT 


ALTO- 
GETHER? 


YOU'RE NOT 
ALLOWED 
TO TOUCH 

THE ENTER- 
TAINMENT. 


. % 6 
AR 


4 
SV 


I SUPPOSE 


НЕ 5 THE 
ТУРЕ ТО 
РОЙВТ А 
WOMAN'S 
VIRTUE. 


JUST BRING 
SOMEONE ІМ 
FOR ME ONE 

OF THESE 
DAYS. 


YOU'RE 
THE ONE 

WHO SENT 
ME AWAY 

| EVEN AFTER 

I KNOW гі 1 TRIED ТО 
IT'S NOT TELL YOU 


m BUT ITS THE EASIEST | - : I WANTED 
NOT LIKE PLACE TO ws : TO KEEP 
VOU CAN WORK... “A, WORKING 
BECOME Ç THERE. 
A FOOD 18 
TASTER 

JUST 
BECAUSE 
YOU WANT 

TO. 


THE 
ONLY THING 
I DIDNT LIKE 
WAS BEING 
UNABLE TO 
EXPERIMENT 
WITH 
POISONS. 


QUE 


HIS 
EXPRES- 
SIONS 
ARE А LOT 
MORE 
BOYISH 


NOW 
THAT'S 
SOME- 
THING 1 
WOULD 
LIKE YOU 
TO STOP 
DOING. 


THAT'S 
THAT'S | RIGHT. 
THE 


KIND OF 
PERSON 
å YOU ARE. 


= 
~ 


U g^ 
SS 
N e | 
à A 
sS 


ITS 
CATCHING... 
BOTH THE 
LIP ROUGE 
AND THIS 
DAMNED 
FLUSH! 


әәгег lere 


IT WAS 
ALL JUST 
A BLUR 
AFTER THAT, 
20 I DONT 
REALLY 
REMEMBER 
MUCH. 


4 
Ea 
а 


IT LITE Fa 


ЕСІГІ, 


Va 
p 


ёп 


D 


E 


ке Па 


на 


H 


₪ 


KEPT 
HOUNDING | 
U) ME FOR 
| ANSWERS. 


ALL 

I REALLY 
REMEMBER 
/5 THAT THE 

WOMEN I 
CONSIDER 
TO BE LIKE 
SISTERS... 


„АМ 
ELEGANT | 
NOBLEMAN || 
APPEARED | 

IN THE 


CITY'S 
PLEASURE 
DISTRICT. 


-AND AN 
UNUSUAL 
PLANT 
THAT 
GREW 
FROM AN 
INSECT. 


VERDIGRIS 
MADAM... 7 


king Up 


pter 21 Pac 


Cha 


N 


WHEN 
MY FATHER 
READ THE 
CONTRACT, 
HIS FACE 
DARKENED 

FORA 
MOMENT, 
AND THEN 
HE SAID... 


YOU'LL ве MEAN 
SURROUNDED YOU 
BY PEOPLE DON'T 
WEARING 


GOING 
THERE TO 
WORK. ITS 
ONLY YOU 
COURTESANS 
WHO NEED 
TO DRESS 
YOURSELVES 
р UP NICE. 


IT 
DIDNT 
TAKE 
LONG 
BEFORE 
THE 
CONTRACT 
WAS 
SEALED. 


I DON’T 
NEED 
ALL THIS 


хе 
KO 


SCH 


THE 
EUNUCH 
WITH 
„САМЕ QUESTION- 
ТО THE ABLE 
PLEASURE TASTES 
DISTRICT | WHO 
WITH APPEARED 
PLENTY | AFEW 
OF MONEY DAYS 
AND PRIOR... 
PRECIOUS 
MEDICINAL 
HERBS IN 
TOW. 


BLINK OF 
AN EYE, 
IT WAS 

DECIDED 
THAT ІР BE 
SERVING 
AT SOME 
LORDLY 
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MEIMEI’S 


ARE PER- 
SUASIVE. D 


YOU‏ דאסק/ 
THINK YOU‏ 

SHOULD BE 
THINKING 


SOMEONE 
WHO FITS IN 
THERE? 


WORDS 


NOT ONLY 
I MY DEBT 
MUST SEEM OREN 
INCREDIBLY ANOTHER 
LUCKY FROM 
EVERYONE ка 
ELSES „Вит TO 
POINT OF ALSO BE 
ABLE TO 
RETURN TO 
THE PLACE 
THAT ONCE 
LET ME 


Фо... 


TO HAVE 


YOU'VE LISTEN, 
MANAGED NOW. 
TO LAND 
YOURSELF 
A PRETTY 
GOOD 


«YOU'LL 
HAVE 
TO LIVE 

OR SHOWINO 
ELSE VOUR 
YOU'LL GRATI- 
RISK TUDE... 
DRIVING 
YOUR 
SHINY NEW 
PATRON 
AWAY. 


SHE'S АТ 
THE AGE 
WHERE SHE 
CAN THINK 
ABOUT 
RETIRING 
FROM THE 
LIFE OF A 
COURTESAN 


ENTERTAIN 
WITH 


AB 


N 
u YOURSELF 
À NICE, RICH 
HUSBAND, 


COURTESANS 


\ У 47 VERDIGRIS W 


ARE ALL 
STARTING 
TO SOUND 

LIKE ITS 

9 | MADAM. 


I DEFINITELY 
NEED MY 
ir I TAKE MORTAR, 
Iw MUCH MORE НАМО MILL 
К THAN THAT, и 
TLL HAVE то АМР NOTE- 
LEAVE SOME 
UNDERTHINGS 
BEHIND. 


THERE'S 
NO WAY I'LL 


BE ABLE TO 
PACK EVERY- 
THING. 


THINK YOU 
YOU'RE NOT CAN BRING 
A PHYSICIAN, ALL OF THIS 
BRINGING IN WITH YOU. 
ALL THESE 
TOOLG... 


WILL 
MAKE THEM 
| SUSPICIOUS, 
| AND THEY'LL 
À THINK YOU'RE 
À UP TO NO 
GOOD. 


PERHAPS 
YOU 
COULD GET 
PERMISSION 
TO BRING IN 
A LITTLE AT 


A TIME. THIS 16 


WHAT YOU 
DECIDED 


TOMORROW'S 
YOUR FIRST 
DAY, 20 AFTER 
YOU'RE РОМЕ 
PACKING, 
BE SURE TO 
GET SOME 
SLEEP. 


ITS 
NOT THAT 
I PONT HAVE 
RESERVATIONS 
ABOUT LEAVING 
PA HERE BY 
HIMSELF. 


I'M 
BLOWING 
OUT THE 
CANDLES 
NOW. 


WEREN'T 
YOU THE 
ONE WHO 
SAID YOU 
WEREN'T 
A KID 
ANYMORE? 


IT BEEN 
A WHILE 
SINCE WE 


ITS 


TRUE. GOING TO 
FEEL BE QUIET 
222 ҒЕБЕ ТО HERE 
COME HOME AGAIN. 
WHENEVER 
YOU LIKE. 


STRICT FOR 上 
ME THIS 
TIME. 


I DONT 
HAVE A 
MOTHER. 


188 


THAT 
ANNOYING 


CHEERFUL 
OLDER 
SISTERS 
IN MY 
LIFE. 


I CAN 
COME 
HOME 
WHENEVER 
2 WANT, 
AFTER 
ALL. 
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"hanks:for reading 
“The Apothecary Diaries, Volume 4! 
Flook forward to drawing every 
chapter of Apothecary with all its fun 
characters and scenes, but it's kind 
of sad that the characters who didn’t 
appear in the original insert artwork 
of the light novel and those I got to 
design myself have to leave the story. 
ГИ be pouring my love into the world 
and characters of Apothecary as І 
continue working on it! 

Please be sure to read , 

the next volume tool" 

From the artist, 

Nekokurage + 


197 
52 


0 


THANKS 


105, Asaha, Shura Yamada 


Itsuki Nanao [ORIGINAL | Natsu Hyuuga, Touco Shino 


My editor, you, the readers, 
and everyone else involvedi¢? 


== Waka Takase. Rie Shiroi, 


With this volume, we've 
completed all of Volume 1 
of the original light novel. 
We couldn't have done it 
without your support. 
Thank you so much! 
That being said, 

The Apothecary Diaries 
15 going to get 
even more intriguing, 
So we hope you (. 
all continue to 
support usl 
i 


NQ 


Нейкі Nanao 


г 9; 
(Compilation) (г) 


Special Thanks 
Author: Natsu Hyuuga 
Light novel illustrator: Touco Shino 


Manga artist: Nekokurage 
The editor 
£ 
You, the readers 


A FLEETING HOPE 


HEY!! 
WAKE UP 
ALREADY! 


UM, SIR 
лкен? 
YOU 
MIGHT 
| WANT סד‎ 
CONSIDER ₪ 
HEADING 
à HOME ТО 


JUST A LITTLE BIT 


„вит ІР 
REALLY 
LIKE TO 

GET 
HOME 
AND GO 
TO BED 
ALREADY. 


Story by Itsuki Nanao Art by Nekokurage 


TAKE 
A LOOK 
ABOVE US! 
THE MOON 
Is $0 
BEAUTIFUL 
THIS 
EVENING! 


I'VE 
HAD MY 
FILL OF IT 
TONIGHT, 
THANK 
YOU VERY 
MUCH. 


Story by Itsuki Nanao Art by Nekokurage 
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